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Hello Readers. I hope there ere a lot of you. My name is 
David Morris and this is the first issue of my 'tine, 

Sleep Not Work. Hopefully it doesnt fall too easily into *f 
any of the convenient categories of 'zinedom -it's person- 
al to a degree, but since so much of my personality is 
wrapped up in things like music od ert end writing, it's 

also a culture/criticism 'line. I've decided to get thii gs e4* 
started in that vein by putting together some of the things 

I've written with theintent of publishing them in other 
spaces, only to have them rejected. ?/ I guess I had hoped 

to get some sort of representative sample through this 
selection process, and to an extent it worked - we've 
got an inordinate amount ofhip-hop writing, a jazz piece, 

some fiction, tnd a couple of travel pieces. But as ony **i± , 
writer can tell you, there's more thai one little 'zine 

worth of material to be found in the reject pile, B C there uas 
a somewhat subjective selection process-hopefully I left 

out most of the stuff that really deserved to be rejected. 

There was one thing that I really wanted * include here 
but couldn't find - a piece on abstract turntablism th&i I 

wrote for t he Au8sie mug steelth# ffhey ^^^ bll h it 
bectuse they ecu: dn't find pictures. There's also a lo/st 
interview with Sage Francis somewhere out there. Look for 
those next issue, if I get it together to find them. 

mv^w/ 1 ^ th6S ! redeCtS en J°y able > y^ can look for more of 
La! ln re ° e "* Snd u P comi »g ^sues of MRR f Two Note Solo, 
,nd Skyscraper, and online at popmatters.com, Audiogalaxy , 

and ugsmag.com. And soon, maybe, at sleepnotwork.com. 

oftnlZTJ ?? T dering> yGS ' Slee P«^work was the name 

I Z*?Vr t ^ f dl ° 8h ° W Z did at KVEX b * ck *" «>e day. 
1 used to be all about that shit. 




Thanks, 



At this point, as the sun was beginning to come up, Antonio (the non- 
English speaking half of the duo who had picked me up) finally decided he 
had had enough. He grabbed Reynaldo (the English-speaking but by now 
very, very drunk one) and waved me back towards the car. Unfortunately, 
within mere feet of the car Reynaldo broke free and ran back towards the 
square, towards what was left of the party. Thankfully, Antonio let me into 
the car before going in search of him, so I didn't have to participate in the 
ensuing half-hour of fruitless" searching. After Antonio gave up we went 
back to the apartment building, where both of us fell asleep without even 
taking our shoes off. 

The next morning we found Reynaldo quivering on a bench in the town 
square, scrupulously ignored by the police, with his shirt torn and covered in 
strange rust-red stains. As far as I could decipher Antonio's dialogue with 
the nearby shoeshine man, the police had threatened Reynaldo a couple of 
times as he slept, but had been rebuffed by his persuasive drunken mum- 
bles. There had also been a parade of tourists taking Rcynaldo's picture as 
he lay there unconscious. We woke him up, took him back to the car and 
got him washed and conscious, then we all went and got a nice breakfast 
strangely enough, in the restaurant of the same club where we'd started the 
previous night. In the sober morning, both Reynaldo and Antonio became 
nice, decent guys Reynaldo didn't give the impression that this sort of binge 
was anything normal for him, or that he was particularly proud of it. So 
when they offered to drive me to San Luis Potosi, their hometown, which he 
said was even nicer than Allende, I accepted again, in part because of cir- 
cumstances, since my only other option would have been to get a bus ticket 
back to Mexico City, without ever having gotten the relaxation which had 
been my original reason for coming out to the smaller towns. 

Really, there's not much more to tell. Potosi was great, just like Allende in 
its cobbled streets and great architecture, though with a historical district 
that stretched quite far into the normal sphere of daily life. I got a fairly 
cheap private hotel room in a place where the bellhop was a 70 year-old 
Igor type. I walked around a lot, listened to my Walkman, and spent two 
days wondering why I'm so good at attracting strangers in foreign coun- 
tries. I guess I just look like I need help. I got a bus back to D.F., stayed 
one more night in the same hostel, and got my plane back to the states. I'm 
very happy to be home. 

So that's my trip, in a nutshell. I hope it was at least a little bit entertaining. 
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two guys who spoke no English. There's quite a bit of a blurring as the 
night progresses into 5 and 6 in the morning, as I started drifting in and out 
of dreamless sleep. 

One of the moments I do distinctly remember is waking up to find myself 
crushed between the door and a half-dozen drunken Mexicans in the back 
seat. Each of them was screeching their ecstasy to the night, the girls letting 
their long hair stream through the windows, the guys, I'm sure, copping 
many a free drunken feel. Meanwhile, I could neither move nor feel my 
legs, or breathe without significant effort. Even 
remembering it right now is a bit difficult - 1 
think I got a taste of what all those victims of 
concert-panic trampling must feel, and it wasn't 
pretty. Between the piercing shrieks and my 
limited Spanish, I didn't really have any way to 
tell anyone that I was headed for a serious panic 
attack, so after closing my eyes and making 
low, desperate moaning sounds for about five 
minutes, vainly hoping for instant empathy from 
a group of kids having way too much fun to 

spare any, I just waited until the car stopped momentarily, and wordlessly 
popped the passenger door. I and the guy in my lap rolled out, he laughing, 
I struggling to compose myself as quickly as I could. Finally I was able to 
get back in, though I did insist on riding in the other guy's lap and sticking 
my head out the window. Despite my limited Spanish, I know there were 
some jokes at the expense of my manhood over the course of the evening, 
but regardless I had no choice but to tag along, or else I would have been 
without a place to sleep when that sweet promise finally came to fruition. 

The next thing I really remember was about a dozen of us, in the town 
square, at seven-something in the morning. I was slumped against a granite 
wall, at this point far beyond being bothered with anything but the vain 
quest for sleep, while the party posse swiftly drained yet another bottle of 
rum. By now the constant shrieks of feminine exhilaration were driving me 
completely batty - as far as I have been able to tell, the only behavioral 
models available to well-off Mexicans are the "wild and crazy" U.S. Greek 
Freaks on MTV Spring Break, and these girls were playing sorority to the 
fucking hilt. They and everyone else kept up a barrage of screaming, even 
as the cathedral bells rang and a campesino walked past taking his two chil- 
dren to mass, even as the cops made their indifferent circuits of the square. 
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Peter Brotzmann Hamid Drake William 

Parker at Ceremony Hall May 2003 Presented 

by Epistrophy Arts 

What's at play between these three is the idea of a world unified. They 
arc utopianists, dreaming from hand to mouth, from string to reed, 
dreaming of an underground river of sound there to be tapped by those 
willing to dig; flowing through a cave glittering crystalline from floor to 
ceiling and only growing more pristine and pure with each foot set there 
- because it's an idea, and like all of these must be fed. 

Brotzmann, with handlebar mustache, looks like an aging gun fighter or 
pirate with enough grit in his craw to grind crabapples and copious lead 
yet to spit. Parker in tie-dyed pants and floral shirt and Gilligan hat shuf- 
fles easily through the proceedings. Drake in muscle-shirt and dread- 
locks and beaded hat is the stoker, coaling up the belly of a fierce and 
beautifully demented machine that spiders and bludgeons and dances on 
a tidal wave of sound. Brotzmann on the clarinet and saxophone has the 
force and clarity of a great orator, or perhaps moralizer. The clarity is one 
that only gives the metanarrative's dissonance more power, the power to 
disorder even those who came braced against known uncertainty, the 
soldiery marching to the clatter of peace. Drake beats it out like a hun- 
dred precise millipedes, steadiness under the stuttering, the pulse of a 
universe that has not one but a multitude of rhythms that by pure happen- 
stance coincide once in a long while. Drake and Parker together, the 
drums and bass trundling and walking and occasionally exploding in a 
leap for the stars, a jealous Babelonian grab for the ultimate unifying 
language of unshaped sound. And Brotzmann with the clear and winding 
and tumultuous river that runs beneath and up and through him. 

These are men who have posited their life's work on the premise that 
something stands unseen not just between the three of them but between 
any two men or ten or two hundred, and that through love or talent or 
sheer tenacity or unbridled freedom an agreement can be reached, maybe 
not always, maybe not often, but sometimes, maybe only once in a thou- 
sand screaming nights, but sometimes , an agreement can be reached on 
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rescued from my own idiocy in this way, all I can say is, don't hate the 
player - hate the game. 

I could tell almost instantly that I had nothing to fear from these guys, who 
had the unmistakable scent of the pan-cultural middle class. But the rescue 
was not to be without its costs. As 1 said before, the main reason Allende 
was so short of hotel rooms was that it's a huge weekender's spot, and that's 
why these guys were here, so the first thing they wanted to do was go get a 
couple of drinks. After lugging my bags around for a few hours, there were 
few things that would have sounded better to me than chilling in a bar, so I 
let them drag me along to a fairly upscale joint ($2 beers - cha-ching!) 
where the one of my new friends who spoke English mercilessly encour- 
aged me to chat up the chicas. When I let him know, by way of defending 
my manhood, that I was kind of seeing someone back in the States, he 
laughed, and asked me: "Do you believe in loyalty? Because I do not!" 
With his half-unbuttoned shirt and pitch-perfect Latin Love Machine accent, 
he nearly had me spewing Sol through my nose. 






.■:< 



Between my head cold, my exhaustion, 
and the creeping paranoia that I would 
lose track of these guys (and by conse- 
quence all my clothes, and my airplane 
ticket) forever, the night was less than 
completely enjoyable for me. In fact, as it 
stretched longer and longer, I started getting a little wigged out. Eventually 
(probably about 2am) we left the bar, and I thought I would get the sleep I 
had started to crave. Instead, about six folks crammed into the car I'd been 
picked up in, and we rendezvoused with another car full of people in an 
alley somewhere, and everyone started drinking straight from a bottle of 
Ron Rico. I abstained, as I would for the rest of the night, knowing that any 
slight strain on my delicate and deteriorating mind/body could leave me 
suddenly and permanently unconscious. Anyone who might have once spo- 
ken English had long since lost that capacity, but as far as I could figure out 
the guys who had picked me up had made a connection with another group 
of previously complete strangers, and had decided to take the party else- 
where. So first it was the alley, and then it was to an apartment which, I 
was told, was the one my new friends had rented, and which I would be 
sharing, as soon as the party wound down. I was completely done by now, 
so I went out and slept in the car. But then the car started up, and I found 
myself suddenly far from the bliss of a bed, on some unchosen errand with 
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